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We tabled

28
reports in Parliament   

Our highlights...

We delivered 

97.5% 
of State government entity opinions 
within 90 days of financial year end 

We delivered

275
financial audit 
opinions and

163 
certifications  

We took an  average of 

67.3 
days to issue State 
government entity 
financial audit opinions

We delivered 

86% 
of local government entity opinions by 
the required date of 31 December 2019
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Financial auditing
This year we delivered 275 audit opinions and 163 certifications for State and local government entities.

Audit opinions issues 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20

Annual Report on State Finances 1 1 1 1 1

Parliamentary departments 3 3 3 3 3

Government departments 44 45 46 31# 29

Statutory authorities 85 83 84 84 82

Local government entities na na na 45 111

Universities and State training providers 26* 9* 9 9 9

Superannuation funds 2 2 2 2 2

Corporatised entities 13 13 13 13 12

Cemetery boards 8 7 4 4 4

Subsidiary entities 19 20 17 20 18

Request audits 4 4 4 5 4

Total 205 187 183 217 275

* Numbers fluctuated due to restructuring of the State training sector.  # Numbers reduced due to amalgamations from public sector reform.

Certifications issued 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20

State government entities – statutory and other 34 28 32 30 29

State government entities – Royalties for Regions 234 235 201 166 117

Local government entities na na na 5 17

Total 268 263 233 201 163

Table 19: Audit opinions and certifications issued from 2015-16 to 2019-20
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State government entities
We aim to deliver all audit opinions in time for entities to table annual reports within 90 days of the end of the financial year as required by the 
Financial Management Act 2006. This year we achieved 97.5%, due to a number of entities not being audit ready (Table 20). It took us an average of 
67.3 days to issue our financial audit opinions.

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20

% 99.3 100 97.9 98.4 97.5

Table 20: Percentage of audit opinions issued to State government entities within 90 days of financial year end

Local government entities
This year was the third of a 4-year transition of local government entity financial audits to the OAG. We issued 111 audit opinions: 110 for the 2018-19 
financial year and 1 for the 2017-18 financial year. Ninety-six of the 110 opinions, or 86%, were issued before the required date of 31 December 2019. 
There are two 2018-19 financial audit opinions outstanding which will be completed by the end of 2020. 

There were a variety of reasons for delays in audit completion, including staffing shortages or illness in some local government entities, problems with 
asset valuations, insufficient evidence to support the financial report, and numerous errors requiring correction. We will continue to help the sector to 
improve this result as we continue the roll-in schedule for the remaining local government entities (Table 21).

Financial year Total LG entity audits Status 

2017-18 46 Reported to Parliament in March 2019

2018-19 112 Reported to Parliament in March 2020 (page 76)

2019-20 132 Audits taking place during second half of 2020

2020-21 148 We will contact LG entities in late 2020 about their audits

Table 21: Financial audit roll-in schedule for local government entities
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Our reports tabled in 2019-20
During 2019-20, we tabled 28 reports in Parliament. We aim to deliver timely, relevant and quality reports on public sector performance and 
accountability. These reports help us to achieve our vision and outcome of an informed Parliament and community, and work that makes a difference 
and helps to improve the public sector.

On the following pages is a brief summary of the reports tabled this year which are available on our website at www.audit.wa.gov.au/reports.

Website statistics provide an indication of the degree of public interest in our reports.

Report Total pageviews PDF downloads

Annual Report 2018-19 2,616 629

Access to State-Managed Adult Mental Health Services (14 August 2019) 2,389 832

Audit Results Report – Annual 2018-19 Financial Audits of State Government Entities (14 November 2019) 2,269 557

Information Systems Audit Report (Application Controls Audits) (27 June 2013) 1,711 73

Fraud Prevention in Local Government (15 August 2019) 1,788 706

Information Systems Audit Report 2019 (15 May 2019) 1,420 582

Audit Results Report – Annual 2018-19 Financial Audits of Local Government Entities (11 March 2020) 1,403 499

Information Systems Audit Report (29 June 2017) 1,333 71

Local Government Contract Extensions and Variations, and Ministerial Notice Not Required (4 May 2020) 1,326 351

Audit Results Report – Annual 2016-17 Financial Audits (7 November 2017) 1,251 34

Table 22: Top 10 reports accessed from the OAG website 2019-20

https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/annual-report-2018-19/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/access-to-state-managed-adult-mental-health-services/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/arr-lg-2018-19/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/information-systems-application-controls-audits/auditor-generals-overview/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/fraud-prevention-in-local-government/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/arr-lg-2018-19/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/information-systems-audit-report-2019/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/local-government-contract-extensions-and-variations/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/audit-results-report-annual-2016-17-financial-audits/auditor-generals-overview/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/information-systems-audit-report2017/auditor-generals-overview/
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2019-20 reports

Opinions on Ministerial 
Notifications
KPI category – Governance          

Tabled – 19 July 2019 

This report dealt with a decision by the 
Minister for Tourism not to provide a research 
report to Parliament by BDA Marketing 
Planning titled High Value Traveller Research, 
October 2018. The Auditor General found 
the decision was reasonable and therefore 
appropriate. It also dealt with a decision by 
the Minister for Regional Development where 
an opinion was not required because the 
requested information did not exist. 

Opinion on Ministerial 
Notification
KPI category – Governance          

Tabled – 26 July 2019

This report dealt with a decision by the 
Minister for Racing and Gaming not to provide 
information to Parliament about WA TAB’s 
business for the period 2005 to 2018. The 
Auditor General found the decision was 
reasonable and therefore appropriate.

Delivering Western Australia’s 
Ambulance Services – Follow-up 
Audit
KPI category – Service delivery                

Tabled – 31 July 2019

This follow-up audit assessed if the 
Department of Health and St John 
Ambulance Western Australia, effectively 
implemented the recommendations from our 
2013 audit, Delivering Western Australia’s 
Ambulance Services, and have improved 
service management and delivery. We found 
that the Department had implemented our 
2013 recommendations, and WA’s ambulance 
service is more efficient than it was in 2013. 
While the Department had worked to improve 
the contract, it had made limited progress 
on a new funding model and inclusion of 
performance measures.

https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/opinions-on-ministerial-notifications-1/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/opinion-on-ministerial-notification-report2/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/delivering-western-australias-ambulance-services-followup-audit/
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2019-20 reports

Access to State-Managed Adult 
Mental Health Services
KPI category – Service delivery                  

Tabled – 14 August 2019

This report assessed whether people could 
access adult State-managed mental health 
services efficiently and effectively. We found 
that although the Mental Health Commission’s 
Better Choices Better Lives plan was soundly 
based, there had been limited progress 
implementing it. Our audit also found that 
the Mental Health Commission and WA 
Health do not use existing data to manage 
service delivery and reform. Entities should 
make better use of their data to prioritise and 
cost appropriate solutions, and deliver more 
targeted mental health care services. 

Fraud Prevention in Local 
Government
KPI category – Governance          

Tabled – 15 August 2019

This report assessed if local government 
entities had taken appropriate steps to 
prevent fraud. We found entities had some 
controls in place to prevent fraud but 
many had not assessed their fraud risks 
and did not have comprehensive fraud 
management plans and programs. All entities 
are encouraged to use the better practice 
principles included in the report to help 
build on their existing fraud structures and 
practices. 

Opinions on Ministerial 
Notifications
KPI category – Governance             

Tabled – 18 September 2019

This report dealt with 2 decisions by 2 
ministers not to provide information to 
Parliament. The decision by the Minister 
for Education and Training not to provide 
Parliament with 2 documents previously 
released under the Freedom of Information 
Act 1992 was not reasonable and therefore 
not appropriate, as most of the information 
was publicly available. A decision by the 
Minister for Child Protection to provide 
Parliament with a redacted briefing note about 
an out-of-home care information session was 
reasonable and therefore appropriate. 

72     Office of the Auditor General  |  Annual Report 2019-2020   

https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/access-to-state-managed-adult-mental-health-services/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/fraud-prevention-in-local-government/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/opinions-on-ministerial-notifications-6/
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2019-20 reports

Opinion on Ministerial 
Notification
KPI category – Governance                       

Tabled – 26 September 2019

This report dealt with a decision by the 
Minister for Ports not to provide Parliament 
with a copy of the Harriet Point Agreement. 
The Minister advised the information could 
not be provided to Parliament because it 
was commercially sensitive and confidential. 
The Auditor General found the decision 
reasonable and therefore appropriate. 

Opinions on Ministerial 
Notifications
KPI category – Governance               

Tabled – 8 October 2019

This report dealt with 2 decisions by 
the Minister for Tourism not to provide 
information to Parliament about the funding 
breakdown for a 2018 tourism campaign 
and business cases presented to airlines 
during the Minister’s second trip to India. The 
Auditor General found both decisions were 
reasonable and therefore appropriate.

An Analysis of the Department of 
Health’s Data Relating to State-
Managed Adult Mental Health 
Services from 2013 to 2017
KPI category – Service delivery                  

Tabled – 9 October 2019

In this report we presented more detail on the 
data analysis undertaken for our Access to 
State-Managed Adult Mental Health Services 
report. The Department of Health and the 
Mental Health Commission have expressed 
a keen desire to continue to develop the 
analysis and use it to inform their decision-
making around people-centred mental health 
service development. 

https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/opinion-on-ministerial-notification-7/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/opinions-on-ministerial-notifications-8/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/mental-health-2/


74     Office of the Auditor General  |  Annual Report 2019-2020

2019-20 reports

Working with Children Checks – 
Follow-up
KPI category – Service delivery                

Tabled – 23 October 2019

This audit assessed whether the 
management of working with children checks 
by the Department of Communities had 
improved since our 2014 audit Working with 
Children Checks. We found the assessment 
of applications and monitoring of cardholders 
is more efficient and effective than it was 
in 2014. However, Communities had not 
implemented a proactive compliance 
approach and needed to better mitigate 
the inherent risk of unsuitable people 
working with children while applications are 
processed. 

Opinion on Ministerial 
Notification
KPI category – Governance                       

Tabled – 30 October 2019

In this report the Auditor General found a 
decision by the Minister for Police not to 
provide Parliament with information about 
operating hours and costs, and maintenance 
costs for rotary wing aircraft in use by the 
WA Police Force was not reasonable and 
therefore not appropriate. The information 
requested was factual, operational information 
and was not prepared expressly for, nor would 
reveal, the deliberations and decisions of 
Cabinet. Any discrete information in relation 
to operational costs that may compromise the 
commercial affairs of the State could have 
been redacted.

Audit Results Report – Annual 
2018-19 Financial Audits of State 
Government Entities
KPI category – Governance                       

Tabled – 14 November 2019

This report summarises the 2018-19 financial 
year audits for 137 State government entities. 
We found the majority of entities were 
performing satisfactorily in relation to their 
financial reporting and controls. However, 
20% of the financial management control 
issues and 44% of the information system 
control weaknesses we reported to entities 
were unresolved issues from previous years. 
All State government entity audit committees 
and management should consider the good 
practice and common issues presented in the 
report.

https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/working-with-children-checks-follow-up/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/opinion-on-ministerial-notification-11-2019-20/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/arr-2018-19/
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2019-20 reports

Fee-setting by the Department of 
Primary Industries and Regional 
Development and Western 
Australian Police Force
KPI category – Economic development               

Tabled – 4 December 2019

This audit assessed if the WA Police Force 
and the Department of Primary Industries 
and Regional Development effectively set 
fees and charges for services. We found 
the level of rigour applied to setting the fees 
varied significantly but the fees were properly 
approved. State and local government entities 
that set fees are encouraged to consider the 
better practice checklist in the report.  

Opinion on Ministerial 
Notification
KPI category – Governance                   

Tabled – 31 January 2020

In this report the Auditor General found a 
decision by the Minister for Education and 
Training not to provide Parliament with the 
business case for the new TAFE student 
management system was not reasonable 
and therefore not appropriate. In particular, 
it was not reasonable that the Minister did 
not attempt to seek consent from the Leader 
of the Opposition to obtain the document, a 
Cabinet record of the previous government, 
to assess if any of the information could be 
released.

Opinion on Ministerial 
Notification
KPI category – Governance                   

Tabled – 28 February 2020 

In this report the Auditor General found a 
decision by the Minster for Tourism not to 
provide information to Parliament about the 
amount of funding allocated to certain events 
in the State’s 2019-20 budget was reasonable 
and therefore appropriate. The Minister’s 
decision was consistent with the public 
interest of protecting and reducing the risk 
of damage to the financial and commercial 
affairs of the State.

https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/fee-setting/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/opinion-on-ministerial-notification-report-14-2019-20/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/opinion-on-ministerial-notification-report-15-2019-20/
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2019-20 reports

Audit Results Report – Annual 
2018-19 Financial Audits of Local 
Government Entities
KPI category – Governance                    

Tabled – 11 March 2020

This report summarises the annual financial 
audit of 112 local government entities for the 
2018-19 financial year. Five entities received a 
qualified opinion on their financial report. We 
reported over 960 weaknesses in financial 
management and information systems 
controls in 104 entities, including 93 material 
matters of non-compliance at 48 entities. 
The report includes recommendations to 
help entities reduce the instances of non-
compliance and number of items that warrant 
reporting in management letters. 

Controls Over Purchasing Cards
KPI category – Governance                       

Tabled – 27 March 2020

This audit found the 9 sampled State 
government entities had current and approved 
policies in place. However, entities needed 
to improve their policies, the monitoring of 
purchasing card use, and better manage 
transaction limits. The report includes better 
practice guidance for all public sector entities.

Information Systems Audit 
Report 2020 – State Government 
Entities
KPI category – Governance                       

Tabled – 6 April 2020

This report looked at general computer 
controls across 50 State government entities 
and found 522 computer control issues. 
While controls over information security and 
business continuity are slowly improving, 
there are many entities that do not meet our 
benchmark for minimum practice in these 
areas. Entities need to pay more attention 
to information security and cyber risks, and 
give them the same attention as other critical 
business risks. The report also included a 
case study of an incident at the OAG where 
access controls for a business system were 
not effective. It’s included for transparency 
reasons and to share our lessons learnt about 
the value of various control mechanisms. 

https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/arr-lg-2018-19/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/controls-over-purchasing-cards/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/is-2020-state/
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2019-20 reports

Control of Monies Held for 
Specific Purposes
KPI category – Governance                   

Tabled – 30 April 2020

The report found the 8 sampled State 
government entities generally had appropriate 
controls, policies and procedures in place to 
support the control of monies held for specific 
purposes. The report includes better practice 
guidance that may be useful for entities 
managing COVID-19 funds. 

Local Government Contract 
Extensions and Variations, and 
Ministerial Notice Not Required 
KPI category – Governance                   

Tabled – 4 May 2020

The report found contract management 
policies and procedures at most of the 8 
sampled local government entities lacked 
appropriate guidance for staff to correctly 
and consistently process extensions and 
variations. Some contract extensions did not 
have evidence of contractor performance 
reviews, some variations were not approved 
by delegated officers and contract registers 
were missing key information required 
for effective contract management. The 
report also included the Auditor General’s 
determination that 2 section 82 notices 
received from the Minister for Water were not 
required as the information did not concern 
the conduct or operation of an agency.

Audit Results Report – Annual 
2019 Financial Audits
KPI category – Governance                   

Tabled – 12 May 2020

The report summarises the results of the 
annual financial audits of Western Australia’s 
4 public universities, their subsidiaries and 
the 5 TAFEs. All received clear (unqualified) 
audit opinions. Some referenced COVID-19 
as an ‘event occurring after reporting date’ 
in the notes to their financial statements, but 
recognised that it was too early to estimate 
the potential effects. The report also contains 
the results of a small number of other 
annual audits of statutory authorities, local 
government entities and cemetery boards. 

https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/control-of-monies-held-for-specific-purposes/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/local-government-contract-extensions-and-variations/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/arr-2019-financial-audits/
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2019-20 reports

Regulation of Asbestos Removal
KPI category – Social and environment                             

Tabled – 21 May 2020

This audit assessed if WorkSafe effectively 
regulated asbestos removal. We found 
significant gaps in WorkSafe’s processes 
and practices for asbestos regulation which 
limits its effectiveness. WorkSafe’s regulatory 
actions are not risk-based, documentation 
is weak, and there is a lack of rigour and 
transparency in licensing approval controls. 
The recommendations in this report can be 
applied to the diverse regulatory regimes of 
other entities.

Opinion on Ministerial 
Notification
KPI category – Governance                       

Tabled – 29 May 2020

In this report the Auditor General found the 
Minister’s decision not to provide information 
to Parliament about the amount of funding 
allocated to 45 events across 2017-18, 
2018-19 and 2019-20 was reasonable and 
therefore appropriate. However, the decision 
not to provide Parliament with the amount of 
funding allocated to 3 Sculpture by the Sea 
events was not reasonable and therefore 
not appropriate, as the Minister had already 
provided this information in response to 
another parliamentary question.

Opinion on Ministerial 
Notification
KPI category – Governance                       

Tabled – 16 June 2020

In this report the Auditor General found a 
decision by the Minister for Lands to provide 
Parliament redacted information about 
the Landgate Partial Commercialisation 
transaction was reasonable and therefore 
appropriate. The Minister properly sought 
advice from the Landgate Board of the 
Western Australian Land Information before 
responding to the request. The Minister’s 
decision was consistent with the public 
interest of protecting and reducing the risk 
of damage to the financial and commercial 
affairs of the State. 

https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/regulation-of-asbestos-removal/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/opinion-on-ministerial-notification-report-23/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/opinion-on-ministerial-notification-report-24/
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2019-20 reports

WA’s Transition to the NDIS
KPI category – Service delivery                        

Tabled – 18 June 2020

This audit assessed whether the Departments 
of Communities, the Premier and Cabinet, 
and Treasury were effectively preparing WA 
to move onto the NDIS. We found the entities 
had been largely effective in preparing WA for 
the transition and responsive in addressing 
many emerging challenges. The report 
recommended that entities closely monitor 
and manage transition risks to fully realise the 
expected benefits of the NDIS.

Western Australian Public Sector 
Audit Committees – Better 
Practice Guide
KPI category – Governance                   

Tabled – 25 June 2020

This stand-alone better practice guide 
provides better practice principles and 
guidance to accountable authorities, audit 
committee members and senior managers 
with responsibility for audit committee 
activities. Tailored for public sector entities, 
the principles and practices outlined in this 
guide generally apply to all audit committees. 
The guide includes a toolkit with useful 
resources for all entities.

Information Systems Audit 
Report 2020 – Local Government 
Entities
KPI category – Governance                   

Tabled – 25 June 2020

This report looked at information security 
practices and general computer controls 
across 10 local government entities and found 
150 computer control issues. We also found 
that all 10 audited entities had gaps in their 
information security practices when compared 
against best practice standards. Weaknesses 
can compromise the confidentiality, integrity 
and availability of entities’ information 
systems. All entities need to act on the 
findings and recommendations of this report – 
not just those audited. 

https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/was-transition-to-the-ndis/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/better-practice-guide/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/information-systems-audit-report-2020-lg/
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2019-20 reports

Regulation of Consumer Food 
Safety by Local Government 
Entities
KPI category – Economic development                          

Tabled – 30 June 2020

The objective of this audit was to determine 
whether local government entities effectively 
regulate consumer food safety in food 
businesses. We found shortcomings in the 
compliance activities used to regulate food 
safety in businesses which may lead to 
unsafe food practices going undetected or 
left unaddressed. We also examined how 
effectively the Department of Health monitors 
consumer food safety however, this part of 
the audit was put on hold due to COVID-19. 
We plan to table findings specific to the 
Department of Health in 2020-21.

https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/regulation-of-consumer-food-safety-by-local-government-entities/
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Our outcome is work that makes a difference and helps to improve the 
public sector. Positive change to government activity and practice is 
a reflection that our work is having an impact and of our progress in 
meeting our outcome.

Some examples announced or implemented this year, where our work 
has informed, influenced or directly resulted in change includes:

•  Working with Children Checks – Follow-up (2019) – in February 
2020, the Minister for Child Protection announced the Department of 
Communities had implemented changes to its Working with Children 
Check screening processes. The media statement acknowledged our 
report.  

•  Improving Aboriginal Children’s Ear Health (2019) – in June 2020, 
the WA Country Health Services published an Ear Health Checks for 
Aboriginal Children Procedure. Their communication to employees 
acknowledged our report.  

•  Delivering Western Australia’s Ambulance Services – Follow-up 
(2019) – in November 2019, the Government announced its first ever 
Country Ambulance Strategy. This follows a recommendation in our 
report that the Department of Health (in consultation with St. John 
Ambulance) should develop ways to better coordinate ambulance and 
hospital services in country areas.

•  Local Content in Government Procurement (2017) – in July 2020, 
the State Government announced an updated Buy Local policy to 
ensure government contracts create more work for regional Western 
Australians. The media statement acknowledged our report. 

•  An Analysis of the Department of Health’s Data Relating to State-
Managed Adult Mental Health Services from 2013 to 2017 (2019) – in 
March 2020, the Department of Health advised us they had enhanced 
the dataset developed during the audit to support more detailed 
clinical planning and analysis. They are also establishing an analysts 
group to support system wide mental health planning.

Making a difference – audit impact

Impact of COVID-19   
on our products
In order to reduce the impact of our work on frontline 
entities responding to COVID-19 we de-identified some of 
our audit reports. For example, our Regulation of Consumer
Food Safety by Local Government Entities report did not list 
the 2 audited entities and in doing so, alleviated for them 
some of the work involved in a normal procedural fairness 
process. This did not detract from the value of our audit as 
we still provided the entities with their specific findings and 
were able to provide general recommendations that are 
relevant to the wider local government sector. 

We also provide better practice guidance to support public 
sector entities. In April we provided guidance on financial 
and governance matters, encouraging entities to maintain 
good controls in times of disruption (Appendix 3, page 141). 
We assessed our financial and key decision controls against 
the consideration points in the guide. Our Information 
Systems Audit Report 2020 – State Government Entities 
also included security considerations for entities moving to 
remote working arrangements in response to COVID-19.

https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/working-with-children-checks-follow-up/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/regulation-of-consumer-food-safety-by-local-government-entities/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/is-2020-state/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/delivering-western-australias-ambulance-services-followup-audit/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/improving-aboriginal-childrens-ear-health/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/mental-health-2/
https://audit.wa.gov.au/reports-and-publications/reports/local-content-government-procurement/auditor-generals-overview
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The original Board of Counsel and 
Audit was responsible for examining 
and certifying official government 
accounts, and for providing 
valuations of the assets being 
imported by settlers that determined the 
amount of land they could be granted. 

The Governor authorised the Auditor General to audit convict 
accounts, which were being paid for by Britain and needed to be 
kept separately from the colonial and military expenses. 

The Audit Act 1881 required 
the Auditor General to 
produce an annual report 
on their inspection of the 
books and accounts of the 
Treasury, and for this to be 
laid before the Legislative 
Council. 

The Audit Act 1891 
introduced powers 
for the Auditor 
General to make 
recommendations. 

Following the passing 
of the Financial 

Administration and 
Audit Act 1985 

(which gave the 
Auditor General the 

ability to carry out 
examinations into 
the efficiency and effectiveness of 

entities) the Auditor General tabled 
in Parliament our first performance 

audit: The Management of Prison 
Industries in the Department of 

Corrective Services. 

18511829
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1881 1891 1988

of our products
190 years

1889

The importance of the function of auditing the public 
accounts was recognised in the Constitution Act 1889. The 
Act provided the ‘Consolidated Fund shall be subject to being 
reviewed and audited in such a manner as directed by any 
Act of the Legislature’.
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The Auditor General Act 2006 
introduced the requirement for the 
Auditor General to provide an opinion to 
Parliament as to whether a decision by 
a Minister not to provide information to 
Parliament concerning any conduct or 
operations of an agency is reasonable 
and appropriate. In 2007 the Auditor 
General tabled our first opinion on 
ministerial notification report, for 
42 notifications received between 
1 February and 19 November 2007.

We tabled in Parliament our first 
report using follow-the-dollar 
powers: Accountability for 
Government Grants.  

Following the 
proclamation of the 
Local Government 
Amendment (Auditing) 
Act 2017 giving the 
Auditor General the 
mandate to audit 
Western Australia’s 139 
local governments and 
9 regional councils, we 

issued our first local government financial audit 
opinion and tabled our first local government 
focus area and performance audit reports. 

AUDITOR GENERAL’S REPORT

Audit Results Report 
by Ministerial Portfolios at 19 November 2007

Opinions on Ministerial Noti cations

Performance Examination of
Administration of Natural Resource Management Grants

Report 11 – November 2007

2007 2009 2018

AUDITOR GENERALʼS REPORT

AUDIT RESULTS

– Assurance Audits completed 

 at 3 November 2008

– Opinions on 

 Ministerial Noti cations

Report 6
November 2008

Audit Results Report 

2008-09 Assurance Audits

Report 13 – November 2009

Western Australian Auditor General’s Report

To reflect the importance of 
effectively managing information 
systems for the first time we 
reported the results of our 
IS audits in a stand-alone 
report. Previously they had been 
incorporated into our financial and 
performance audit reports.
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https://audit.wa.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/report2009_12.pdf
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