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Auditor General welcome to the 190th celebration 

Good morning everyone and welcome to this special event commemorating 190 years of public 

auditing in Western Australia. 

Although Mr Speaker will soon deliver a formal acknowledgment of country, I too would like to 

commence by recognising the Whadjuk Noongar people, on whose lands we meet. 

Today the Office of the Auditor General currently operates with 170 staff and over 100 contract 

firm auditors whose role it is to provide the Parliament with independent assurance around the 

financial management of public money and the delivery of services.  

Ours has always been a complex and challenging role, a role where we have front row seats to 

what is happening across Executive government; a role where we walk that fine line of holding 

successive governments to account while not recklessly eroding trust in public institutions. Our 

work requires deep technical knowledge of legislation, regulations, policies and standards as 

well as an awareness of the policy context in which we are auditing; our work is always 

evidence-driven yet often operates in environments of extreme ambiguity. A constant of the 

work of our office is that we have an enduring role to educate public officers on their risks, and 

to tireless communicate with them on why compliance and accountability and transparency 

matter. 

Our staff work diligently in performing this role for the Parliament, yet many have never had the 

opportunity to visit this magnificent building, or meet some of the key people that serve within it.  

So it is a real privilege for us to be here today, and we thank the Presiding Officers, Mr Speaker, 

Hon Peter Watson MLA, and Madam President, Hon Kate Doust MLC, and the Clerks of the 

Parliament Kirsten Robinson and Nigel Pratt, for granting us access to the Parliament, and 

indeed for joining us for what is a very special occasion for our Office.  
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Mr Speaker, we are aware that one of your primary duties is to maintain order in this particular 

Chamber, and I trust that our conduct this morning will allow you to relax somewhat in that 

regard. However, I note, and welcome the presence of the Sergeant-at-Arms, Dr Isla McPhail, 

who is ready to act on your instruction if any of us get unruly, or if our mobile phones interrupt 

proceedings. To assist in maintaining order, we have brought along a dedicated team of ushers 

who will assist in guiding everyone through to the Courtyard for morning tea when we conclude 

our formal program in the Chamber at 10.30am.  

We have a number of special guests here today including Dr Richard Walley, as well as the 

heads of the State’s integrity bodies and my two-most recent predecessors, all of whom I will 

acknowledge in greater detail later in proceedings.  

But I would firstly like welcome and thank the other Parliamentarians who are here today, not 

just because of their level of engagement with our work, but also because demands on their 

time mean that some of them will have to leave early. This is particularly the case with the 

Premier, Hon Mark McGowan MLA, and the Treasurer, Hon Ben Wyatt MLA, who will have to 

leave shortly for a meeting of the Cabinet.  

I am also very pleased that the Leader of the Opposition, Hon Liza Harvey MLA, has been able 

to join us, along with her Deputy, Hon Bill Marmion MLA, who some of you may not know is a 

former employee of our Office. 

Another parliamentarian in our presence is Hon Alison Xamon MLC, who is the Greens 

Parliamentary Leader and takes a great interest in the work of our Office, recognised as one of 

the most frequent attendees at our report briefings to Members of Parliament. 

Finally, it is terrific that we are joined today by the Chairs and Deputy Chairs of both our 

parliamentary oversight Committees, Dr Tony Buti MLA and Mr Dean Nalder MLA from the 

Public Accounts Committee; and Hon Alanna Clohesy MLC and Hon Tjorn Sibma MLC from the 
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Estimates and Financial Operations Committee. A very warm thanks for your attendance today 

and more broadly your deep engagement with the work of our office. 

In the first half of this morning’s proceedings, the Premier, the Leader of the Opposition, Hon Ms 

Xamon, and the Chairs of our oversight Committees will share their perspectives on the value of 

the OAG’s work to the Parliament and the public. But before that, I would like to ask you Mr 

Speaker, to deliver your welcome to Parliament and acknowledgement of Country.  

Mr Speaker, the Hon member for Albany, first elected as a member of this place in 2001, 

thank you. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKERS (MPs) 

Hon Mark McGowan MLA, is the Premier of Western Australia. He is also the Minister for 

Public Sector Development; State Development; Jobs and Trade; and Federal-State Relations. 

He was first elected as the Member for Rockingham in 1996. 

Hon Liza Harvey MLA, is the Leader of the Opposition, and the Shadow Minister for Public 

Sector Management; State Development; Jobs and Trade; Federal-State Relations; Citizenship 

& Multicultural Affairs. She was first elected as the Member for Scarborough in 2008.  

Hon Alison Xamon MLC, is the Greens Parliamentary Leader and Party Whip in the Legislative 

Council. She was first elected to the Council as a Member for the East Metropolitan Region in 

2008, and now serves as a Member for the North Metropolitan Region after being elected for a 

second term in 2017. Ms Xamon currently Chairs the Select Committee into Alternate 

Approaches to Reducing Illicit Drug Use and its Effects on the Community, and is a member of 

the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission. 
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Dr Tony Buti MLA, is the Chair of the Public Accounts Committee, which only last week tabled 

a report on its Inquiry into Public Sector Contract Management Practices. In the last Parliament, 

Dr Buti served as the Deputy Chair on the Community Development and Justice Standing 

Committee. He was first elected as the Member for Armadale at a by-election in 2010 and is 

currently serving in his third term. 

Hon Alanna Clohesy MLC is the Chair of our other oversight committee, the Standing 

Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations. Ms Clohesy is serving her second term as a 

Member for the East Metropolitan Region, having first been elected in 2013. In addition to her 

role as Committee Chair, Ms Clohesy is the Parliamentary Secretary to the Deputy Premier; 

Minister for Health; and Mental Health.    

 

Caroline Spencer 

Auditor General 

2 December 2019 

Legislative Assembly Chamber of the Parliament of Western Australia 

 


