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The Office of the Auditor General acknowledges the traditional custodians throughout 
Western Australia and their continuing connection to the land, waters and community. We 
pay our respects to all members of the Aboriginal communities and their cultures, and to 
Elders both past and present.



Dear colleagues and special guests

I am delighted to welcome you to our 
celebration of 190 years of the Auditor 
General for Western Australia. 

So important is the oversight of government 
expenditure, Captain Stirling established 
a Board of Counsel and Audit before even 
landing on shore to build the Swan River 
Colony. This represented a significant 
change in the system of governance from 
that of the first people, the traditional 
custodians of the land.

From its beginnings as a Board with 3 
commissioners (the Harbour Master, 
Surveyor-General and Registrar) to a 
position now supported by over 170 
employees and a large number of contract 
audit firms, the Auditor General’s role has 
undoubtedly changed.  

In 1869, the total estimated revenue of 
Western Australia was £96,276, 20% of 
which came from excise on spirits. Now  
we audit diverse service delivery and over 
$55 billion in State and local government 
revenue in more than 300 public sector 
entities each year. 

Of particular significance is also the growth 
of the Auditor General’s independence. 
Highly debated by Parliament during the 
late 1870s and early 1880s, the Governor 
withheld his assent of an 1880 audit bill 
that would have given the Auditor General 
independence. Ten years later, when WA 
had its first responsible government, new 
audit legislation strengthening the Auditor 
General’s independence was passed. 

The Office has also seen changes from 
being a predominately male, anglo-celtic 
workforce to now having over 50% female 
employees, and over 50% from culturally 

diverse backgrounds. As our cultural fabric 
continues to evolve, we gain perspective 
through our diversity. All of us seek to 
further strengthen governance by drawing 
on all available knowledge systems, 
including from the most ancient of cultures.

From the introduction of typewriters and 
comptometers to the use of laptops and 
smartphones, from auditing only cash 
and cheques to now auditing full financial 
statements and entity performance, the 
list of changes goes on. We must be 
responsive as the needs and expectations 
of our Parliament and the community 
continue to evolve. 

I hope you will enjoy reading more about 
the history of the Auditor General and the 
Office in this souvenir program. It includes 
historical photographs, messages from WA 
parliamentary and public sector leaders, 
and anecdotes from many of our long-
serving staff.  

I would like to thank the Premier, Speaker 
of the Legislative Assembly and President 
of the Legislative Council for enabling us to 
hold our 190th celebrations in the Western 
Australian Parliament.

I feel privileged to be upholding this 
significant role steeped in history and look 
forward to continuing to provide Parliament 
with independent assurance on public 
sector finances and activities as we move 
towards 2 centuries of the Auditor General 
for Western Australia. 

Caroline Spencer

Auditor General

Auditor General’s 
message
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Order of proceedings

Welcome to event

Ms Caroline Spencer

Welcome to Parliament

Hon Peter Watson MLA

Value of the OAG’s work to the Parliament and the people of WA

Hon Mark McGowan MLA

Hon Liza Harvey MLA

Hon Alison Xamon MLC 

Dr Tony Buti MLA

Hon Alanna Clohesy MLC

History of the OAG and looking to the future

Ms Caroline Spencer

Welcome to Country and Aboriginal governance 

Dr Richard Walley OAM

Close

Ms Caroline Spencer

Morning tea

Pictures and speeches from this celebration will be available on the OAG website after the 
event: www.audit.wa.gov.au
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Guest speakers

Hon Mark McGowan MLA 

Premier

Hon Peter Watson MLA

Speaker of the Legislative 

Assembly

Hon Liza Harvey MLA  

Leader of the Opposition

Hon Alison Xamon MLC  

Greens WA

Dr Tony Buti MLA 

Chair, Public Accounts 

Committee

Hon Alanna Clohesy MLC 

Chair, Standing Committee 

on Estimates and Financial 

Operations

Dr Richard Walley OAM  

Nyoongar Elder

Writer, performer and 

musician

Special guests

Hon Ben Wyatt MLA

Hon Kate Doust MLC 

Mr Dean Nalder MLA

Hon Tjorn Sibma MLC

Hon Bill Marmion MLA           

Ms Kirsten Robinson   

Mr Rob Hunter            

Dr Isla MacPhail         

Ms Sharyn O’Neill 

Mr Chris Field              

Mr Ray Warnes           

Ms Catherine Fletcher            

Mr Eamon Ryan         

Mr Colin Pettit 

Mr Colin Murphy PSM         

Mr Des Pearson AO 

Mr Glen Clarke

All current OAG staff
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Our history
The origins of the OAG date back to the first months of settlement of the Swan River colony in 
1829. In May, before even landing on shore, Captain Stirling formed a Board of Counsel and Audit 
in the management of the property of the Crown, and of public property within the settlement.

Stirling commanded the Office of the Commissioners of the Board of Counsel and Audit be 
opened for the despatch of business on 12 August 1829. But they were very humble beginnings, 
operating out of a tent on the site chosen for the Town of Perth. 

Western Australia has had 19 Auditors General. The current Auditor General, Caroline Spencer,  
is the first female appointed to the role.

12 August 1829 

Office of the Commissioners 
of the Board of Counsel and 
Audit opened

1 July 1831 

Captain 
Mark Currie 
appointed 
first auditor 
of Western 
Australia 

1832 
John Lewis 

1844 
Peter Broun  

1846  
William 
Knight 

1872  
Edward 
Lane 
Courthope   

1891   
Fred 
Spencer   

1904   

Charles 
Samuel 
Toppin   

1936   

Sydney 
Arnold 
Taylor  

1945   
William 
Nicholas   

1962   
Clifford 
Press  

1968   
Ormond 
Boyer  

1954   
Constantine 

Mathea 

1969   
Will Adams 

16 September 1881
The first Audit Act 

1881 introduced to 
provide for effective 
keeping and auditing 
of public accounts 

1982   
William 
Rolston 

1975   
Alan 
Tonks   
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2018   
Caroline 
Spencer 

9 May 2018    
First local 
government focus 
area audit tabled 
– Controls Over 

Corporate Credit 

Cards

1 June 1988   
First performance audit 
tabled – The Management 

of Prison Industries in the 

Department of Corrective 

Services

1991    
Des 
Pearson 

11 November 2009 
First report using 
‘follow-the-
dollar’ powers – 
Accountability for 

Government Grants 

21 December 2006
Financial Management 

Act 2006 separated audit 
and financial management 
legislation 

21 December 2006    
Auditor General Act 2006 

further strengthened 
independence and access to 
information, and introduced 
‘follow-the-dollar’ powers for 
when private sector entities 
perform functions on behalf of 
the public sector 

2006    
Colin 
Murphy 

11 October 2018 
First local 
government 
performance audit 
tabled – Local 

Government 

Procurement

Serving the public interest since 1829

25 August 2016
Joint Standing Committee on 
Audit tabled Review of the 

Operation and Effectiveness of 
the Auditor General Act 2006 

5 October 2018 
First local government financial 
audit opinion signed for Eastern 
Metropolitan Regional Council

1987   
Alan 
Smith   

30 December 1985
Financial 

Administration and 

Audit Act 1985 

introduced efficiency 
and effectiveness 
examinations of State 
government entities 
(performance audit) 
and the audit of 
entities’ KPIs 

28 October 2017 

The Local Government 

Amendment (Auditing) Act 

2017 proclaimed, giving the 
Auditor General the mandate to 
audit local government entities

5



From the archives

Will of Peter Broun

Year: 1846

Last Will and Testament of Peter Broun, also know colloquially as Peter Nicholas Brown. Peter 
was the first Colonial Secretary of Western Australia, and Registrar for the Colony in a precursor 
to the role of the Auditor General.

The Auditor General, along with the Ombudsman and Information Commissioner, is an   
ex-officio State Records Commissioner under the State Records Act 2000. Some interesting 
extracts from early documents related to the OAG are below.
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The Audit Act 1891 

Year: 1891

The second Audit Act required the Auditor General to deliver a full report noting any disagreements 
and make recommendations for improvements. It also had the first iteration of ‘follow-the-dollar’ audits, 
granting the Auditor General permission to ‘take account of all goods warehoused under bond to the 
Government in any store, whether public or private.’  

An early qualified opinion 
Year: 1889

An early qualified opinion given by Auditor General Edward Lane Courthope in 1889.
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Change of reporting 

period

Year: 1892

1892 was the last year with 
a December end reporting 
period. The next financial 
period ended 30 June 1893. 
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Auditor General’s report noting the value of data

Year: 1894

In discussing a case of destroyed and missing records, the Auditor General notes ‘no 
data could be obtained, which is absolutely essential from an audit point of view.’  



Book of Auditor General’s Rulings

Year: 1904

Index page of the Book of Auditor General’s Rulings, dating from approximately 1904. 
Descriptive titles of the rulings contained within are listed in alphabetical order.

Correspondence to Solicitor General regarding officers travelling by sea
Year: 1910

The ruling states that officers are not considered to be ‘living in a locality’ or ‘temporarily located’ 
within a location while travelling by steamer.
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Correspondence between Crown Solicitor and Under Treasurer regarding 

Auditor General

Year: 1911

It is stated ‘Under the Audit Act the Auditor General’s duty is to point out where Acts 
or Regulations are not obeyed. This has been done, and the Treasury now only have 
power to act, and direct its requirements.’

10

Correspondence between Auditor General and Crown Solicitor regarding 

Consolidated Revenue Fund receipting

Year: 1911

The Auditor General stated ‘I don’t propose to go any further with this question – from 
our point of view the expenditure is noted, and the receipts go to Revenue, therefore we 
can treat the matter similarly to other revenue and expenditure.’



Auditor General’s opinion on purchase of cows by Colonial Secretary’s 

Gaols Department

Year: 1911

The Auditor General notes that cows could be charged to Item 73 (provisions, bedding 
and clothing, uniforms, fuel, water, etc.) but would not object to their purchase being 
charged to Item 79 (postage, stationery, upkeep of horses and carts, travelling, 
transport, etc.) as it is also fitting.

Correspondence between Auditor General and Crown Solictor regarding 

supply of liquor at sea

Year: 1933

This correspondence discusses the supply of liquor onboard the State vessel ‘Kangaroo’. 
It is noted that the ‘Kangaroo’ travels between Fremantle and Singapore, and is outfitted 
with a bar, and should be licensed under the Licensing Act 1911-1928.
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Audit Department Telegraphic Code Book

Year: Undated

The codewords were used to ensure the confidentiality of correspondence and audit findings 
delivered by officers working rurally. As telegraphs were often priced per word, it would have also 
been used as a means to reduce costs. 

Examples:
Anchor = Can you trace the amount at head office?
Argue = Criminal Investigation Department
Bait = Can you express an opinion on the matter?
Agape = Cash book is missing
Dusk = The accounts are apparently in order
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An auditor’s report book

Year: 1957

An auditor’s book for the monthly checking of Public Trust estate files. 
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Public Service List  

Year: 1987

The Public Service List was printed each year providing the names, positions, levels and 
birth dates of all public sector employees. The copy pictured is the ‘Seventy seventh list of 
officers employed on the first day of July under the provision of the Public Service Act 1978’ 
and includes staff still working at the OAG today.

IS reports  

Year: 1992 and 2019 

The OAG has been conducting information systems audits for over 27 years. Security 
was an issue even in 1992 with the report reading ‘basic security measures continue to 
be neglected and Government security guidelines ignored, with the result that information 
is not adequately protected from unauthorised manipulation, disclosure or loss.’ As 
technology and risk continue to evolve, agency responses and our audit techniques have 
become more sophisticated.
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Audit Insights newsletter 

Year: 1993 

Official internal newsletter of the OAG including an article about moving records management from 
a manual to a ‘superior state-of-the-art’ computerised system.

OAG first to trial staff working from home 
Year: 1993

An article about current OAG employee Carol Davis working from home as featured in ‘The 
Key’ newsletter published by the Office of the Director, Equal Employment Opportunity in Public 
Employment. It describes the OAG as having ‘set an interesting benchmark.’ 15



Messages from parliamentary 
and public sector leaders 

It is important the Western Australian public feels reassured their 

Government and the wider public sector are assessed by an 

independent office, free of any influence or politics. Alongside other 
‘watchdogs’ or independent bodies, the Office of the Auditor General 
serves the public by reporting directly to Parliament. This impartiality 
is vital to provide fair and unbiased assessments of government 

department and agency performance, including audits of systems and 

practice. Through auditing processes the Government of the day truly 
remains accountable to Western Australians. I would like to take this 
opportunity to recognise the valuable contribution of the Office of the 
Auditor General and extend my best wishes in celebrating their 190th 

anniversary.

Hon Peter Watson MLA

Speaker of the Legislative Assembly

The Auditor General is an officer of Parliament independent from 
Government. That independence is the key to ensuring the vital 
contribution by the Office of the Auditor General to public sector 
accountability in providing independent assurance to the Parliament, 

and the people of Western Australia, that government activities are 

conducted and accounted for properly and in accordance with law.
The Auditor General’s role as an external reviewer not answerable to 

Government is unique and necessary. The audit work undertaken by the 
Office is highly valued and respected as is the very good relationship 
the Auditor General has with the Parliament and its committees, 

particularly those with a specialised financial focus. The Parliament is 
very supportive of the work done by the Auditor General in highlighting 

areas where agencies, and at times governments, can do better, and, 

importantly, in identifying the critical factors for success. 
I offer my congratulations to the current Auditor General, Caroline 
Spencer, and the dedicated staff of her Office on their 190th anniversary 

and wish them well in continuing to deliver their valuable service to the 

Parliament and people of Western Australia.

Hon Kate Doust MLC

President of the Legislative Council
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Auditors General and audit office staff play a fundamental role in 
supporting the Westminster principle of responsible government. 
Throughout my parliamentary career, I have been fortunate enough 

to engage regularly with the work produced by the WA Office of the 
Auditor General. During my six years as a member of the Public 
Accounts Committee, I valued the scrutiny and transparency the OAG’s 

performance audit reports brought to the delivery of public sector and 

local government programs and services. Now as Treasurer, I rely 
on the assurance the OAG provides around the integrity of financial 
reporting by the State’s public entities, in particular the Annual Report 

on State Finances for which I am ultimately responsible.
Congratulations to the Auditor General, your staff, and your 
predecessors on 190 years of “treasured” service to the public of 

Western Australia.

Hon Ben Wyatt MLA

Treasurer; Minister for Finance; Aboriginal Affairs; Lands   

I sincerely wish to congratulate the Office of the Auditor General as 
it marks its 190th anniversary. I am not exaggerating when I say that 
the OAG is fundamental to the proper financial management and 
performance of executive government in our state. The OAG is critical in 
providing independent oversight of the management and expenditure of 

public finances, now extending to local government.
As Chair of the Public Accounts Committee, I can attest to the 

importance of the OAG in providing guidance and assistance as we 

discharge our duty to Parliament and the people of Western Australia. 
Well done to all who have made the OAG a pillar of our system of 

accountable government, and best wishes for the next 190 years.

Dr Tony Buti MLA

Chair, Public Accounts Committee

The work of the Office of the Auditor General has been and continues 
to be invaluable to the people of Western Australia. I have been able 
to witness this first hand as Chair of the Estimates and Financial 
Operations Committee. As an oversight committee we rely on the 
findings of the OAG audits to better inform the work we do when 
scrutinising the Government’s finances and expenditure. 
The Committee is very fortunate to have such a strong working 

relationship with the OAG. Through commitment and innovation, the 
work of the OAG has evolved over these 190 years to keep up with 

the modern era and the issues that arise with the ever-changing 

technologies and mechanisms of Government. 
I thank the OAG for the vital work you do and offer congratulations on 
this milestone anniversary.

Hon Alanna Clohesy MLC

Chair, Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations
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The Office of the Auditor General provides a critical and essential part of 
our democracy which helps maintain the integrity of Government.
It has been a pleasure working with the staff at the Office of the Auditor 
General and I congratulate them on their 190th anniversary and look 

forward to working with them in the future.

Mr Dean Nalder MLA

Deputy Chair, Public Accounts Committee

Congratulations on 190 years for one of the most important parts of 

government! Providing fearless oversight, asking the hard questions, 

and helping to keep both our executive and our public service to 

account. A critical and important cog in the democratic machine. Here is 
to many years more.

Hon Alison Xamon MLC 

Member for the North Metropolitan Region

Celebrating 190 years of service to the Western Australian public is 

a significant achievement for the Office of the Auditor General. Over 
this time, the OAG has played an integral role in the accountability 

framework of this State. It has also had a long association with the 
Legislative Assembly, particularly through its cooperative work with 

the Public Accounts Committee in promoting probity, efficiency and 
effectiveness in the management of public resources.
Western Australia is fortunate to have a strong, independent audit office 
which serves the Parliament by improving public sector accountability 

and performance. I look forward to the close and cooperative 
relationship between the OAG and Legislative Assembly continuing, and 

wish the Office all the best for the next 190 years.

Kirsten Robinson

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly
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The essential function of auditing has long been enshrined in Western 

Australian legislature, pre-dating the first meeting of the Legislative 
Council in 1832.  
When Governor Stirling set sail from Britain on 3 February 1829 for 

His Majesty’s settlement in Western Australia, he was empowered to 
do all things necessary to govern the settlement. As part of this, whilst 
aboard the vessel on 16 May 1829, a “Board of Counsel and Audit in the 

management of the Property of the Crown, and of the Public Property 

within the Settlement” was formed with Commander Mark J Currie 

appointed presiding Commissioner, Lieutenant John S. Roe and Mr 
William Stirling both coadjutors.
Unlike auditors today, these three gentlemen undertook their jobs all 
without salary. How times have changed! Fortunately, auditors, like 
Members of Parliament, are now recognised as requiring a salary in 

order to perform their duties in serving the public. 

Nigel Pratt

Clerk of the Legislative Council

It is without hesitation that, as Public Sector Commissioner, I 

acknowledge the prime and leading position long held by the Office 
of the Auditor General in working to ensure the highest levels of 

transparency and integrity in public administration.
Through its impressive history and past performance, the Auditor 

General undoubtedly has gained unique standing in the eyes of 

Parliament and indeed the community at large. I am sure this level 
of trust and appreciation will be maintained as the Auditor General 

continues to meet the increasingly complex challenges associated with 

oversight of the WA public sector.
In that task I can assure the Auditor General of the Public Sector 

Commission’s close support.

Sharyn O’Neill 

Public Sector Commissioner
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On behalf of the International Ombudsman Institute and the office of the 
Western Australian Ombudsman, I express my sincere congratulations 

to the Office of the Auditor General on its 190th anniversary. The OAG, 
in providing assurance regarding the expenditure of public money, 

plays a critical role in furthering good governance and the integrity of 

the executive. To serve Parliament and the public interest is, I think, 
the highest calling and an extraordinary privilege. That privilege must 
be returned with a commitment to utter impartiality, independence and 

excellence in all work undertaken. That the OAG has done so and, I 
believe, will continue to do so is a testament to the strength and success 

of the staff of the office and successive Auditors General.   

Chris Field

Ombudsman 

Second Vice President, International Ombudsman Institute

The Corruption and Crime Commission has formed a close working 

relationship with the Office of the Auditor General over many years. 
The Corruption and Crime Commission was established in 2004 to 

continuously improve the integrity of, and to reduce the incidence of 

misconduct in, the Western Australian public sector.
Our work complements the OAG, as we both operate as independent 

oversight bodies in Western Australia and share a valuable role in 

identifying risks and making recommendations to Parliament that seek 

to improve integrity in the WA public sector. 
The OAG has done a tremendous body of work over time to provide 

assurances that the WA public sector is using money and resources in 

accordance with Parliament’s purpose. Both the Corruption and Crime 
Commission and the OAG provide the WA community with confidence 
that the WA public sector is acting in the public interest at all times.

John McKechnie QC  

Corruption and Crime Commissioner

The Office of the Information Commissioner (OIC) shares a common 
integrity function with the Office of the Auditor General. Both our offices 
serve the public by promoting transparency and accountability in the 

public sector. As leaders of our respective offices, both the Auditor 
General and the Information Commissioner also serve the public 

in our additional roles as ex officio members of the State Records 
Commission. Both our offices place great value upon, and give effect to, 
the importance of official information. The OIC congratulates the OAG 
on this important milestone and looks forward to the ongoing supportive 

relationship and trust between our offices for many years to come. 

Catherine Fletcher 

Information Commissioner, Office of the Information Commissioner  
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To Caroline and all of the staff at the OAG
Independent oversight agencies play a vital role in our democratic 

system of government. The assurance and information that oversight 
agencies such as ours provide to the Parliament, executive government, 

agencies and, more broadly, to the community of Western Australia is 

vital in promoting public confidence in the integrity and accountability 
of the public sector. Providing 190 years of such service to the people 
of Western Australia is an amazing achievement and one that is worthy 

of recognition. On behalf of all your colleagues at the Office of the 
Inspector of Custodial Services, congratulations, and thank you for the 

invaluable work that you do.

Eamon Ryan

Inspector of Custodial Services

Independent oversight, as provided through roles such as the Auditor 

General, is important in maintaining the integrity of government 

agencies, public officials and services. Strong oversight mechanisms 
across government are also important for upholding public confidence. 
My best wishes to the Auditor General, Caroline Spencer, and the 

staff of the Office of the Auditor General both past and present on this 
milestone of 190 years.

Colin Pettit

Commissioner for Children and Young People

The Office of the Auditor General is an important institution that 
contributes to good government. It is a challenging job that requires 
navigation of complex relationships with Parliament, executive 

government and the bureaucracy. The Department of the Premier 
and Cabinet thanks the OAG for taking on this challenge and wants to 

acknowledge its dedicated officers for their service to the state over 190 
years.

Darren Foster

Director General, Department of the Premier and Cabinet

The Department of Treasury continues to work closely with the OAG in 

the areas of financial policy and legislation, including annual financial 
statements and key performance indicators to ensure high quality 

information is provided to Parliament by government agencies. 
Throughout the interim and final audit of Treasury’s annual financial 
statements and Annual Report on State Finances, the work ethic, 

professionalism and expertise of OAG staff are evident and their 
feedback is greatly appreciated.
I would like it extend my congratulations to the OAG on the special 

occasion of their 190th anniversary.

Michael Barnes

Under Treasurer 21



The Office of the Auditor General and its staff are to be congratulated on 
their professionalism and the key role they play in ensuring transparency 

and good governance in public sector agencies. 
More recently, the OAG’s scope was extended to local government 

to improve accountability in the sector and better meet community 

expectations.
The Auditor General’s role as a member of the State Records 

Commission is also a reminder that keeping good records of the 

decision making process is a fundamental plank of accountable 

government. Likewise, having access to the State Archives provides 
transparency to that decision making process. 
WA’s rich documentary history dates back to official papers from the 
earliest days of the Swan River Colony.

Duncan Ord OAM

Director General, Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural 

Industries

I very much value the role of the Auditor General in providing reports 

which focus on the effectiveness and efficiency of various public sector 
programs as well as providing assurance on financial management. 
Congratulations to all who work or have worked for the Office of the 
Auditor General on this important anniversary.

Hon Kerry Sanderson AC

Former Governor of Western Australia 2014-2018

More than ever, a successful OAG audit function is critical in providing 

independent and impartial advice on the Western Australian public 

sector to the Parliament, Government, agencies, and importantly, the 

community. Audit challenges will change and grow as our public sector 
changes and grows, and auditors must adapt to continue to provide this 

essential advice. The OAG leads the way and I look forward to their 
strong public sector audit leadership continuing into the future for the 

benefit of all West Australians.

Rob McDonald

Board Chair, South Metropolitan Health Service
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Congratulations to the Auditor General and staff on this 190th milestone. 
I acknowledge the commitment, dedication and professionalism of past 

and present staff serving the Parliament and the Western Australian 
community. The role of audit has evolved over these years to meet 
the complexity of modern public sector service delivery. The need for 
an independent office promoting public confidence in the integrity and 
accountability of the public sector has not diminished. I know the OAG 
will continue to uphold the highest standards for our public sector and 

play an integral part in our parliamentary democracy.

Colin Murphy PSM

Former Auditor General for Western Australia 2006-2018

In celebrating the OAG’s 190th anniversary, I want to acknowledge 

the outstanding contribution by staff, past and present, to reinforcing 
the high standard of accountability and performance of the Western 

Australian public sector. The ongoing commitment to applying rigorous 
professional standards in undertaking audits and reporting to Parliament 

is particularly notable. This approach assures the veracity of audits 
and in turn the Parliament and the community’s continued high regard 

for the OAG’s independence and professionalism. I look forward with 
confidence to the OAG continuing to constructively contribute, as a 
catalyst for improvements in the accountability and performance of the 

public sector.

Des Pearson AO

Former Auditor General for Western Australia 1991-2007 and 

Independent Chair of OAG’s Audit and Risk Management Committee

The Auditor General sets the direction and tone and is the public 

face, but it’s the audit staff and their daily and weekly interaction with 
agencies; the messages, the persuasion, the encouragement and yes, 

even the pressure and coercion that gives the OAG its potency and 

influence. And even when those staff leave for other careers, their audit 
training means the OAG’s effect on accountability and performance 
continues. Pretty good value for money!

Glen Clarke

Former Deputy Auditor General for Western Australia 2007-2017
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Memories from 
long-serving staff

• Members of the executive seemed 
more conservative and unapproachable 
than today. You never complained to 
the AAGs about anything because 
some of them were war vets.

• Staff took their coffee break together 
sitting in a big circle. It was great for 
team building and getting to know 
everyone. Almost all staff were 
members of the social club.

• In the late 1980s we started 
performance audits. They were called 
accountability audits and later value for 
money audits.

• We were known as State Audit. 
In larger departments we had a 
permanent office with staff there for 
a big part of the year e.g. Treasury, 
Health, Public Works.

• Departments did not prepare financial 
statements. The OAG prepared 
financial information for departments for 
inclusion in AG reports to Parliament.

• AG reports to Parliament were printed 
by the State Printing Office. We would 
prepare hard copy sections of the 
report and we would take them to State 
Print in Wembley. They would print 
it and give us a hard copy to proof. 
We would take the corrections back 
the next day and this process would 
continue for weeks because the reports 
were huge. 

• We used to audit all police stations, 
court houses, prisons all over the state. 
In the early 80s we audited over 100 
hospitals. 
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• The standard working day included a 15 minute 
morning tea break. In many departments a tea 
lady served the hot beverages. Staff paid into the 
tea fund for the ingredients, but the tea lady’s salary 
was paid by the government. The tea lady on each 
floor was a key person – she knew all the gossip 
around the office and was a fountain of information … 
good and bad!

• Cash pay envelopes were made up by the pay office 
fortnightly and had to be signed for by each person 
individually later on Thursday morning. Staff would 
count their pay in view of the pay office window to 
make sure it was right, before going back to their 
desks.

• Smoking was permitted in government offices. Public 
servants serving or dealing with members of the 
public were not permitted to smoke in their presence 
but you could smoke during internal meetings. 

• In the 1970s and 1980s retirement was an option 
from age 60, but compulsory at 65. Many retiring 
male employees and single female secretaries/typists 
had worked upward of 45 years as a public servant 
with a department. Employee loyalty was ‘the way of 
the world’ and a public service job was considered ‘a 
job for life’.
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