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Clear report card for universities and TAFEs  

The Auditor General has tabled his annual financial audit results report giving clear audit 
opinions to all 4 public universities and 5 TAFE colleges for their financial statements, controls and 
key performance indicators for 2016. 

Mr Murphy said all 4 universities had achieved best practice status for good financial controls and 
reporting practices. 

‘The 5 new TAFEs that were created from the amalgamation of 11 state training providers in April 
2016 experienced a number of challenges this financial year with the merger of information 
systems, processes and staffing changes,’ he said.   

‘While these “teething” problems impacted on the TAFEs and the audits, it was pleasing to be 
able to issue clear audit opinions.’ 

The report summarises the results of the annual audits of the 4 public universities and their 
subsidiaries and the 5 TAFEs for the year ended 31 December 2016, as well as a small 
number of various other audits. The report completes the 2016 annual audit cycle. 

‘Disappointingly, over a third of the management and control issues we identified in this latest 
report were unresolved from previous years, with a higher proportion requiring action as soon 
as practicable,’ Mr Murphy said. 

‘Institutions need to address identified financial management, KPI and information systems 
control issues in a timely manner to ensure the continuing integrity of their financial controls 
and external reporting. 

‘The ongoing efforts by universities and TAFEs to ensure the integrity of their financial controls and 
external reporting is vital for them to successfully manage the financial aspects of proposed and 
other higher education reforms.’ 

The report again included a summary of selected key financial and performance information for 
each of the educational institutions, including the overseas ventures of universities. 

The Auditor General’s report Audit Results Report – Annual 2016 Financial Audits (Report 7 – 
May 2017) is available on the Office of the Auditor General website at www.audit.wa.gov.au. 
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