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Sound framework for marine parks but there are gaps 

In his report tabled today the Auditor General found good progress has been made in 
protecting WA’s 12,500 kilometre coastline. 

Since 1984, the state government has established 16 marine parks and reserves, covering 
about 2.5 million hectares. 

Four new marine parks are planned in the Kimberley, which when established will double the 
size of the network to more than 5 million hectares.  

Auditor General Colin Murphy said the framework established to manage the marine network is 
sound and despite a small number of ecological values being in an unsatisfactory condition the 
overall health is good.  

‘But there are gaps, the network is not yet complete, the south coast is under-represented and 
6 bioregions don’t have a park or reserve. 

‘Also we found progress can be slow especially in implementing and reviewing management 
plans and introducing protection measures. 

‘Although not currently a threat to the health of the marine parks and reserves, if not addressed 
the risks will increase, particularly as the network expands, and pressures on the marine 
environment increase. 

‘The responsible agencies, Department of Parks and Wildlife and Department of Fisheries are 
working well together but face a challenge in keeping up with a growing network and increasing 
pressures. 

‘The report makes a number of recommendations to assist the 2 agencies in the future 
management of our marine parks and reserves for the benefit of all Western Australians,’ Mr 
Murphy said. 

The Auditor General also tabled a second report that found the Public Trustee provided 
complainants with timely and informed explanations and used feedback to improve services to 
represented persons.  

The Auditor General’s reports, Management of Marine Parks and Reserves (Report 14 – June 
2016), and Management of Feedback from Public Trustee Represented Persons (Report 15 – 
June 2016) are available on the Office of the Auditor General website at www.audit.wa.gov.au  

ENDS 

mailto:natasha.farrell@audit.wa.gov.au
http://www.audit.wa.gov.au/

