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NO IMPROVEMENT IN STUDENT ATTENDANCE FIGURES SINCE 2009: AUDITOR 
GENERAL  

Auditor General Colin Murphy has today warned that almost 80 000 Western Australian students 
were at educational risk because they did not go to school regularly. 

Mr Murphy said a good education gave children skills, opened up opportunities and was often a 
key part of overcoming disadvantage.  

“This issue is a shared responsibility of government, schools, parents and the wider community 
as regularly missing school puts children at risk of lifelong consequences,” he said. 

“My report highlights examples where schools have improved attendance, showing it can be 
done. However, it is not being done consistently or often enough to have much overall impact.  

“Disappointingly, there has been no improvement in student attendance at public schools since 
my last audit with 70 per cent of students attending regularly in 2014 compared with 72 per cent 
in 2009. 

“Aboriginal students remain overrepresented in the at-risk group, especially those at severe 
educational risk. 

“These attendance figures indicate that the strategies introduced by the Department of Education 
since our previous report have had little overall effect.” 

Mr Murphy said attendance figures reported by the Department and schools were not a good 
indicator of performance and actually masked attendance problems. 

“The Department and schools report on average attendance rates, which does not give a clear 
picture of students at educational risk due to non-attendance,” he said. 

“What has changed since 2009 is that the Department has a much better view of the patterns 
and causes of non-attendance. While this is an important first step, it needs to become the basis 
for broad improvement. 

“Improving attendance is never easy or simple, and there is no 'off the shelf' 'one size fits all' 
solution - but 80 000 children not going to school regularly, and 10 000 of them at severe 
educational risk because of it, is too many.  

“There needs to be a concerted, collaborative effort and even then improvements will be gradual. 
The powerful and long lasting benefits from going to school mean we all have a shared 
responsibility to make that effort.” …/2  
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The Auditor General’s report, Follow-On: Managing Student Attendance in Western Australian 
Public Schools (Report 16 – August 2015), together with a complete listing of individual schools 
attendance rates, is available on the Office of the Auditor General website at 
www.audit.wa.gov.au 

Fact file: 

Since 2009, the pattern of student attendance at schools has remained stable:  

 70 per cent of students (184 303) in 2014 attended school at least 90 per cent of the time; in 
2009 this was 72 per cent  

 18.8 per cent of students (49 611) attended 80-89 per cent of the time and were at indicated 
educational risk; in 2009 this was 18 per cent  

 7.5 per cent (19 687 students) attended 60-79 per cent of the time and were at moderate 
educational risk; in 2009 this was 7 per cent 

 3.7 per cent of students (9 655) attended less than 60 per cent of the time and were at severe 
educational risk; in 2009 this was 3 per cent.  

Sixty-five per cent of Aboriginal students fall into one of the three categories of educational risk 
due to non-attendance. Half of all students at ‘severe educational risk’ are Aboriginal though they 
represent just nine per cent of all students.  

Attending less than 90 per cent of the time is equivalent to being absent for more than one year 
of school by the end of Year 12 and puts students at educational risk. Students fall into one of 
four categories for attendance, which are based on the educational risk resulting from how 
regularly they go to school:  

 ‘Regular’ attendance: more than 90 per cent attendance. This is understood to pose minimal 
educational risk. It equates to missing up to half a day a week   

 ‘Indicated’ educational risk: 80-89 per cent attendance (missing up to one full day per week)  

 ‘Moderate’ educational risk: 60-79 per cent attendance (missing one to two days per week)  

 ‘Severe’ educational risk: less than 60 per cent attendance (missing more than two days per 
week). 
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