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AUDITOR GENERAL FINDS OPPORTUNITIES TO IMPROVE THE BAIL SYSTEM 

Today the Auditor General Colin Murphy tabled a report into the management of 43 000 adults 
on bail that found that more support for defendants, better information sharing and more effective 
use of bail data would improve the bail process. 

Mr Murphy said that while aspects of bail were well managed by the agencies, they needed a 
more proactive approach and better collaboration to make the process work better. 

“Last year nearly 1 700 defendants were held in prison until they could meet their bail release 
conditions, which represents a high cost to the State and impacts defendants,” said Mr Murphy. 

The audit found that more consistent monitoring of conditions and enforcement of breaches 
could better manage bail risks. Conditions imposed ranged from curfews to the provision of a 
surety.  

“The agencies do not know which conditions are working well and it is concerning to see that 
several protective conditions that are in place for more serious alleged offences are not being 
monitored as required. 

“We also identified opportunities to improve the collection of surety and personal bail when bail 
is breached (estimated at $7.4 million in 2014). 

“Simple measures such as using text message reminders instead of posting letters could 
increase the rate of people attending their Court hearing.” 

The report made recommendations for the Department of the Attorney General, the Department 
of Corrective Services and Western Australia Police to work better together to better manage 
risks and drive improvements in the bail process.  

The Auditor General’s report, Management of Adults on Bail (Report 10 – June 2015), is available 
on the Office of the Auditor General website at www.audit.wa.gov.au  
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