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Opinion on Ministerial decision not to provide
information to Parliament about funding for some
tourism events

Opinion

Decisions by the Minister for Tourism not to provide information to Parliament were reasonable

and appropriate.

The Minister declined to provide information on the amount the State has contributed to the
Margaret River Gourmet Escape.

Introduction

This report deals with the decisions by Minister Harvey in her role as Minister for Tourism not
to provide information to Parliament regarding funding provided by Tourism Western Australia
to support a number of events.

Section 82 of the Financial Management Act 2006 (FM Act) provides that, if a Minister decides
that it is reasonable and appropriate not to provide certain information to Parliament concerning
the conduct of an agency, then within 14 days of the decision the Minister is to cause written
notice of the decision to be given to both Houses of Parliament and the Auditor General.

Section 24 of the Auditor General Act 2006 (AG Act) requires the Auditor General to report
to Parliament an opinion “as to whether a decision by a Minister not to provide information to
Parliament concerning any conduct or operation of an agency is reasonable and appropriate”.

What Did We Do?

Our approach included a review of publicly available information such as annual reports and
budget statements for Tourism WA, other relevant agency documents and communications
and interviews with key staff. Further details about our approach in arriving at these
opinions are described in our Audit Practice Statement, which is published on our website at
www.audit.wa.gov.au under ‘How We Audit’.

Background

The Minister for Tourism was asked two questions in Parliament relating to the Margaret River
Gourmet Escape. These were as follows:

Parliamentary Question without notice 944 in the Legislative Council on
Wednesday, 4 December.

Hon Alanna Clohesy to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Tourism:
“I refer to the minister’s media statement of 20 November 2013 in relation to Gourmet Escape.

(1) What state government funding was granted to the organisers for the 2012 event and
the 2013 event, and what state government money will be granted to the organisers for
future events?

(2) Can the minister confirm whether demographic data in terms of postcodes was provided
to the organisers by visitors to Gourmet Village events?
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(3) Ifyes to (2), has the data been collated; and, if so, will the minister provide a copy of that
data; and, if the minister will not provide a copy of the data, why not?

(4) How many people attended on each of the days?

(5) How many complimentary tickets were given out for each of the days?”
Hon Alyssa Hayden replied:
“I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question.

(1) The reality of working in a highly competitive and commercial environment is that failure
to keep commercially sensitive information out of the public domain could result in a
popular event becoming increasingly vulnerable to the poaching activities of national
and international entities. Accordingly, the minister will be notifying the Auditor General’s
office and both houses of Parliament that she will not be answering this question, as per
section 82 of the Financial Management Act 2006

(2) —(3) I am advised by the event organiser, Brand Events, that postcodes were provided
by visitors, but at this time analysis of the data has not been completed.

(4) Inits media statement of 2 December 2013, Brand Events announced attendance of 15
475 people, which includes people who attended more than one event.

(5) Brand Events is responsible for issuing complimentary tickets and all sponsors received
an allocation.”

Parliamentary Question on Notice 1657 in the Legislative Assembly on Tuesday,
18 February 2014

Ms R Saffioti to the Minister for Tourism:
“I refer to the Margaret River Gourmet Escape, and ask:

(a) how much does the State Government contribute to this event per annum; and

(b) how much does the State Government contribute to Swan Valley events per annum?”
Mrs L.M. Harvey replied:

(a) “The Western Australian Government commits an annual amount to a major events
program managed through Tourism Western Australia. Support for all events is managed
within that total budget.

The events program is highly competitive and commercially sensitive. The release of the
information requested could result in a popular event becoming vulnerable to poaching
activities by national and international entities. Accordingly, the Auditor General’s office
and both houses of Parliament will be notified that this question will not be answered,
as per section 82 of the Financial Management Act 2006.

(b) The State Government’s event program does not include any events that are solely
based in the Swan Valley. However, the Avon Descent, which runs through the Swan
Valley, has been part of the events program since 2001. No event funding proposals
for the Swan Valley have been received in recent years, although there has been some
occasional contact by potential event holders.”

The Minister notified the Auditor General on 11 December 2013 and 13 February 2014
respectively in accordance with section 82 of the Financial Management Act 2006 that she
had declined to provide Parliament with information on the amount the State has contributed
to the Margaret River Gourmet Escape as requested in the above Parliamentary Questions.

Opinion on Ministerial decision not to provide information to Parliament | 5



Key Findings

The decisions by the Minister not to provide the requested information were reasonable and
appropriate.

The reasonableness of the Minister’s decisions was supported by the following findings:

« Tourism WA uses a confidentiality clause in its funding contracts that is compliant with
Section 81 of the Financial Management Act 2006. While the Minister is not prevented from
providing any contractual information to Parliament, financial transactions and agreements
are specifically identified as confidential information which gives weight to the existence of
an obligation of confidence.

* The information in question can be shown to have commercial value and its disclosure
could cause commercial harm to the State.

* The Minister sought advice from Tourism WA before responding to the information request.
As we have previously reported, Tourism WA has developed policy and guidelines for
release of event sponsorship information. Information requested in the Parliamentary
Questions was assessed against these guidelines. However, only the assessment against
the question asked on February 2014 was documented prior to the Minister’s response in
Parliament. Documentation of the assessment for the first question did not occur until our
audit commenced. Tourism WA advised that the short timeframe required to respond to a
question without notice prevented documentation in a timely manner. We were nonetheless
satisfied that the assessment had been done, albeit not documented, prior to providing the
advice to the Minister. We also noted that the amount of funding provided for the 2012 event
was inadvertently disclosed in a Parliamentary Committee hearing in September 2013. This
weakens the case for not providing the information, but nevertheless Tourism’s advice was
consistent with reducing any risk of damage to the State.

Clarification relating to Report 16 November 2013 - Ministerial
Decision not to provide information to Parliament in relation to
contracts of sale with the Forest Products Commission

Following tabling of the above report, it was drawn to our attention that the following wording
could incorrectly suggest that we had formed the view that a Minister has a legal obligation to
table documents.

“[The Commission] incorrectly advised there is no requirement at law for the
requested information to be tabled. This advice did not reflect the requirements of
section 81 of the Financial Management Act 2006.”

On reflection we agree that this wording, read in isolation, could convey an incorrect
interpretation. The wording was intended to highlight the deficiency in advice provided to
the Minister in that it did not refer to the expectation, reinforced by section 81 and 82 of the
Financial Management Act 2006, that Parliamentary Questions would ordinarily be answered.
It was not and is not our view that the Minister has a legal obligation to table the documents.
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