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AUDITOR GENERAL FINDS AGENCY HANDLING OF ASBESTOS LACKING 
 
The Auditor General Mr Colin Murphy today released his findings from an assessment of 
asbestos management activities by 8 key agencies: 
 

• The Department of Housing and Works (DHW); 
• The Department of Planning and Infrastructure (DPI); 
• The Department of Education and Training (DET); 
• Main Roads (MR); 
• Rottnest Island Authority (RIA); 
• Fire and Emergency Services (FESA); 
• Western Australian Police (WA Police); and  
• The W.A. Planning Commission (WAPC). 

 
The actual number of government buildings these agencies control that contain asbestos 
is unknown though it numbers in the thousands and includes schools, offices, fire and 
police stations, and live in accommodation. Asbestos products are particularly likely to be 
in buildings constructed before 1990. 
 
The Occupational Safety and Health Regulations 1996 require all persons in control of a 
workplace to identify the presence and location of asbestos and to assess the risk.   
 
In 2004 the Minister for Housing and Works directed all Government agencies to establish 
an Asbestos Register and Management Plan by December 2005. 
 
In his study the Auditor General found that none of the eight agencies had complete or up-
to-date registers at the time of the audit. Three agencies (FESA, WAPC and WA Police) 
did not have any register at all. 
 
While the absence of an asbestos register does not mean that buildings are unsafe it does 
mean that agencies are unable to determine the extent of asbestos related health risks to 
staff or the broader community. 
 
Agencies are also potentially liable for fines of up to $50,000 for not complying with 
Occupational Safety and Health Regulations. 
 
Other findings included: 
 

• The Department of Education and Training had almost completed its register at the 
time of audit. This covered about 784 buildings including 759 schools; 

 
• The Department of Housing and Works does not have comprehensive registers for 

its pre 1990 housing stock (approximately 19,000 houses) although it does conduct 
regular inspections of all public rental property; 
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• None of the sampled agencies had complete or up to date management plans.  
Three had no plan. Of those agencies who did have a plan, none had timelines for 
action, management options and reasons for decisions as required by the 
regulations; and 

 
• Seven of the eight agencies have undertaken asbestos removal programs from 

about 10,000 buildings in the last eleven years. However only two of these removal 
programs arose from established risk profiles. The other 5 agencies reacted to 
identification of specific and visible risk. 

 
As a result of this study the Auditor General is calling for all agencies to take steps to 
comply with the OSH Regulations 1996. This includes the immediate development and 
implementation of asbestos management plans and registers together with adequate 
monitoring of people who work on or can disturb asbestos products. 
 

 

 

 

Ends/. 


