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Background 
As a consequence of the tragic incident at Port Arthur, Tasmania in April 1996, where 35 people were killed with semi-automatic 

fi rearms, the Commonwealth, States and Territories agreed to a national gun control strategy in May 1996. 

In line with the agreed national strategy, the Western Australian Parliament enacted amendments to the Firearms Act 1973. 

A ‘Buy Back’ scheme which paid compensation to persons surrendering fi rearms was implemented from October 1996 to 

September 1997. This examination reviewed fi rearm management and control procedures subsequent to the ‘Buy Back’ 

scheme and the extent to which amended legislation and regulations have been implemented. 

What the examination found...
The Western Australia Police Service (WAPS) are unable to demonstrate that all licensed holders of restricted and prohibited 

fi rearms have been assessed for eligibility against the 1996 requirements. The WAPS have prepared a plan to address this 

fi nding but the implementation date is yet to be determined. 

The WAPS are consistently assessing eligibility for new fi rearm licence applications. However, legal advice indicates that 

current WAPS’ procedure for assessing public safety in relation to recreational shooting is not consistent with the Act. 

Reported theft of fi rearms has decreased by 46 per cent since the 1996 amendment which required secure storage. 

WAPS procedures for ensuring secure storage are not consistently applied. 

Firearm safety training for new applicants and the photographic extract of licence have not yet been implemented. 

Preliminary evidence suggests that the 28 day ‘cooling off ’ period has reduced the number of new licenses issued by 

between 20 to 25 percent. 

Completion of the Firearm Licensing System (FLS) is signifi cantly overdue and the project is over budget. However, once 

completed the system should provide an eff ective tool to enhance fi rearm licensing and management. 

Inaccurate and incomplete data on the FLS has seriously impacted on the overall effi  ciency and eff ectiveness of fi rearm 

control procedures in Western Australia. 

Firearm license holders have declined by 24 per cent since the introduction of the amended fi rearm legislation. However, 

the overall number of licensed fi rearms in the community has declined by only four per cent. 

It is too early to determine the impact on crime arising from the implementation and management of the 1996 amendments 

to the Firearms Act 1973. 

What the examination recommended...
The Western Australia Police Service should: 

ensure that all pre 1996 licence holders with licensed category C and D fi rearms meet the new eligibility requirements; 

develop an eff ective regulatory framework to ensure authority for police to inspect licensed fi rearms; 

address licensing diffi  culties for category B recreational shooting applicants by integrating the requirement to provide for 

public safety with the determination of ‘genuine need’; 

give priority to systematically addressing faults, defi ciencies and inaccurate data in the Firearm Licensing System; 

implement and maintain an eff ective fi rearm licensing and management regime; 

 monitor trends in fi rearm registration and the use of fi rearms in violent crime. 


